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This afterrroon, 
I will undergo an operation, 
not a big one, minor really, 
a cataract on my eye that has 
turned the one-eyed world yellow. 

I worry, yes! Eyes matter, 
proverbial windows of the soul. 
Yet, what a silly saying, 

for do blind people have blind souls, 
or blue-eyed blue souls, and black-eyed ... ? 
Yet I want the world not yellow. 

The hospital is 
a machine that sucks you in, 
processes you, 
and spits you out at the other end, 
hopefully fixed! 

Degeneration 
Is it age, 
impatience, 
or the state of the world? 

l'llleave the music on, 
instead of the news. 

It feels as if things are degenerating -
quality, 
manners, 
workmanship, 
the English language, 
and even .. . 
how they report the degeneration. 

Some of it is age, 
things that mattered before, 
no longer do. 

Things I made and built­
some change, 
some run down, 
and some die. 

Quite a lot of my friends have died. 

UJuor l.jl;uopptJ 
i"'tJO t.!PrwhwmbLm btJ, 
PwJg llt ubo pwtJ ~t. uwtJrmR f 
U~RPU 4J1wJ l.jwmwpwl.jm, 
nr w2tuwrhQ 'lt:.rU"ltJ t 'lwrort:.r 

UtJhwtJqumwtJriLu ou' WJrl, 
U~ROPQ l.jwpbtnp btJ. 
«<nqm L4WlllmhwtJtJbp», 
QtJwjwo' ptJ~ wtJht:.rat:.ra wuwgmwoR: 

LJrrat l.jnJr uwr'lr4 l.jnJr hnqp mtJbtJ, 
LtwlllnJlll W~Rt:.rmt uwrlll14' 4wlllnJlll, 
i"'ul.j UOL W~Rbrmt uwr'ltl4· .. 
i"'tJ~t:.Lt, 'lbrU"ltJ w2tuwrh ~bu mqmu: 

<pLwtJ'lwtJngQ ubRbtJwj t , np 
ltLwtJmu t Rbq, u2wl.jmu, 
3bmnJ 'lmru r<tRnLU upLU OWJpmu' 
3muwtJR' uwrRrtJ 4P6wl.jmu: 

i"'tJ~tlg t uw' mwrrRr9. 
UtJhwupt:.rmrapLtJtlg, 
ra-a w2tuwrhr l.jwgmrapLtJpg: 

"GnrmrapLtJtJt:.rr 4'lntuwrttJ 
bu UpWgWO l.j[! [itnfl_tJOU OpWU2lllnL[itpLtJQ: 

UjtJLllrur ll11..4WtnpnL[itpLtJ t, nr 
uuttJ rtJ~ WJLwut:.rmLu t ' 
nrwl.j[!, 
PwrRt:.rQ. 
<ummrapLtJtJbpQ, 
UtJqLbLbtJ LbqmtJ, 
bL tJnjtJpul.j ... WjtJ, [itt ptJ~1..4tu btJ 
LJwmmgmu wnwubpmwomrapLtJQ: 

nrn2 pwtJt:.r q.w!Pu btJ mwppQpg, 
'1-pwtJQ l.jnpgtJmu btJ ppbtJg qwfl_bup 
tJ2wtJwl.jnl[itpLtJQ: 

i"'u uwrRwo l.jwu l.jwnmgwo pwtJbpQ' 
Lip uwuQ 4'lntumui t , 
LIP uwuQ' 4'1~wtJmu, 
LIP UWUQ' uwhwtJmu: 

i"'u [!Dl.jbptJbppg 2WlllbptJ btJ uwhwgbl: 
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